IS THE BIG EAST
BETTER THAN
THE ACC?
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RETAILER CIRCUIT CITY

TO LIQUIDATE STORES

Bankrupt Circuit City said Friday
it will go out of business — clos-
ing its 567
U.S. stores
and cutting
30,000 jobs.
It's the latest
casualty of a
pullback in
consumer
spending that - i o
has driven other brands, such as
KB Toys and Linens 'N Things,
into bankruptcy. Experts believe
there will be more to come. 1D

Painter Andrew Wyeth dies
Artist Andrew Wyeth, who por-
trayed the hidden melancholy of
the people and
landscapes of
Pennsylvania's
Brandywine Valley
and coastal Maine
in works such as
“Christina’s
World,” died early Friday. He was
91.10B

Israel to vote on cease-fire
Israel said it was approaching the
“endgame” of its three-week
offensive against Gaza's Hamas
rulers and scheduled a Security
Cabinet vote today on a truce
proposed by Egypt. 3A

Jobs may need transplant
Apple CEO Steve Jobs, 53, may
have a liver trans-
plant because of
complications
after pancreatic
cancer treatment
in 2004, accord-
ing to people
monitoring his illness. 3D

City helps those out in cold
Charlotte officials will open a
“warming station” today to help
needy and homeless people find
a place to spend the night. Tem-
peratures failed to climb above
freezing in Charlotte on Friday for
the first time in nearly four years,
and lows this morning were fore-
cast to be in single digits. 1B

Man accused of '90s rapes
A 54-year-old Charlotte man
arrested Thursday and charged
with four rapes in the 1990s in
Myers Park is not the only man
who police say targeted the
neighborhood nearly two de-
cades ago. Another suspect,
known as the “Myers Park rapist,”’
has not been apprehended. That
suspect committed sexual as-
saults across the neighborhood
between 1990 and 1993.1B

COMING SUNDAY
MORE THAN
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Still cold: Mostly sunny and well
below normal highs. 6D
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Leann Presley hugs her father, Clay, a
survivor of Flight 1549, after driving to
Charlotte from Ohio. His daughter Sara
(above right) brought her daughter, Lily,
from Georgia. Clay Presley can be seen
at right on the far end of the jet’s wing.
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A perfect miracle for these imperfect times

NEW YORK — This is
what a miracle looks
like.

It looks like a 60-foot
piece of aluminum and
steel sticking out of the
frigid Hudson River at
an odd angle. One end of
the wing is attached to the sunken fu-
selage of a US Airways jetliner, the
other claws toward the sky. The
mighty Hudson is so cold that brown
slush lines its banks like a bathtub
ring.

Tourists gather in snowy Battery

IN MY OPINION
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MARK WASHBURN

Park. They pose, one
by one, sometimes
two by two, as others
click cell phone came-
ras. They press anoth-
er button, and elec-
trons fly around the
world, somehow ce-
menting forever images of what it is
that happened here.

“Miracle” is the buzzword of the ci-
ty, a city not easily impressed.

And the residents of this city feel
this, know this, sometimes look at
each other and say this: What hap-

pened here in New York - this sud-
den, improvised, all-hands-on-deck
rescue - might not have happened in
many other places.

But it sure as hell happened in New
York City, a place that knows calamity
and knows the proper response.

“If it had been a movie, people
probably wouldn’t have believed it,”
Mayor Michael Bloomberg said Fri-
day. “It was too good to be true - the
perfect landing, the phenomenal re-
sponse, the rescue of every single per-
son.”

SEE WASHBURN, 6A
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‘We’re crashing.

... | love you.’

Last thoughts
and farewell calls
give way to relief,
homecoming.

BY ELIZABETH LELAND,
CHRISTOPHER K. KIRKPATRICK
AND LISA ZAGAROLI
Staff Writers

Mike Barnhardt of Huntersville
was in a business meeting and fig-
ured his wife was calling to say her
flight was late. When he checked
the message 15 minutes later, he
heard Vicki’s voice:

We're crashing.
This is it. I just want
to tell you I love
you. I love the kids. I
love you, I love you,
I love you.

In the back-
ground, screams.

About the same
time, Alexandra
Spera of Waxhaw
was helping her two
young children
with homework when a call came in
from area code 516. Being a native
New Yorker, she recognized it as
from Long Island. Her husband,
Vince, caught an early flight home
from New York that would have tak-
en him over Long Island.

Oh my God, she remembers
thinking. Why would someone be
calling from Long Island? A sense of
dread gripped her. Could his plane
have gone down? She didn’t pick up
the ringing phone. She feared what
news it might bring.

As the rest of America learned
about the crash of Flight 1549 and
watched the miraculous rescue of
155 passengers and crew, family
members back home suffered a pri-
vate anguish as the first reports fil-
tered in.

Gabrielle Wallace didn’t know

SEE SURVIVING, 6A
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Barnhardt
Called her
husband as
plane was
going down
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The investigation: Officials plan

to pull plane, which lost both its
engines, from the Hudson River
today. 5A

What they carried: Some
passengers srambled to try to
save luggage, BlackBerrys. 7A

Handling the birds: Charlotte/
Douglas uses several tactics to
keep birds away from planes. 7A

FAQ: Questions and answers
about the river landing. 7A

INAUGURATION 2009

OBAMA SAYS ‘DRAMATIC ACTION’
NEEDED TO IMPROVE ECONOMY

m President-elect Obama visits Ohio to
drum up support for his stimulus plan.
“The first job of my administration,” he

said, “is to put people back to work and

get our economy moving again.” 11A

® While the Obamas and Bushes are busy
at Tuesday'’s inaugural festivities, a team
of movers will be working feverishly at the

White House. 12A

COMING SUNDAY
Famous Carolinians on what they'd
say to the president-elect.

o ONLINE VIDEO
Charlotteans talk about what
Obama'’s inauguration means to them.

www.charlotteobserver.com/inauguration

EVAN VUCCI - ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO
The West Front of the Capitol,
where Barack Obama will be sworn
in at noon Tuesday.
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BY CHRISTINA REXRODE
AND RICK ROTHACKER
crexrode@charlotteobserver.com
rrothacker@charlotteobserver.com

Bank of America, which had
weathered the credit crunch
relatively unscathed, sustained
a major blow Friday, reporting
its first quarterly loss in 17

The Charlotte bank lost
nearly $2.4 billion in the fourth
quarter, citing deeper trading
and loan losses. The bank also
nearly obliterated its once-lu-
crative dividend to a penny a

BofA sees a I7-year
first: Quarterly loss

Charlotte-based bank
also cuts dividend to a
penny as government
vows $20 billion loan.

Executives rushed out the
news four days ahead of sched-
ule and just hours after the fed-
eral government said it would
extend the company an emer-
gency loan of $20 billion.

Some analysts wondered
whether Bank of America -
which chief executive Ken
Lewis has transformed into the
country’s largest bank in mort-
gages, assets and credit cards -
will have to break off parts of
itself, either to shore up capital
or to make the bank more man-
ageable. But none predicted a
severe dismantling in the pat-
tern of Citigroup, which an-
nounced Friday it would split
itself into two operating units.

The financial crisis deep-
ened this week as banks piled

SEE BOFA, 10A

SHAREHOLDERS LASH OUT
Some say they blame “risky” moves by bank's chief executive,
Ken Lewis. Others are hopeful about the future. 1D



